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Through a Glass, Brightly: Happenings in
Book of Mormon Fiction
Reviewed by Richard H. Cracroft
In my 1990 review-essay of Robert H. Moss's Tile Nephire
Chronicles" I suggested, after surveyi ng the paucity o f
imaginative literary renderings of Book of Mormon figures and
events, that Moss's seven- volume Chronicles was "something like
an event in the hi story of fictional treatments of the Book of
Mormon." In the same volume of Review of Books on the Book
of Mormon Elouise Bell reviewed Ch ris Heimerdinger's Tennis
Shoes Among the Nephires, a novel which has turn ed out to be,
now in it s eighth printing, not on ly another eve1l1 in the rise of
Book of Mormo n-centered fi ction, but a harbinger of further
such literary happenings.
In fact, Clair Poul son's Samuel. Moroni's Youn g Warrior
becomes such an event, with a well-told, fast-paced, exciting fir st
novel about Samuel, a sixteen-year-old who becomes a Ncphite
hero through freeing his village and, on jo ining Capta in Moroni .
freeing the ent ire land from the Lamanite yoke. LOS teenagers
wi ll e njoy this work, as wi ll parents will ing to wait their turn
patien tl y.
Thi s recent upsw ing of new events in Book of Mormoncentered fict ion is good news to those of us who see reading the
Book of Mormon as one indicator of the spi ritua l health of our
peopl e. Thi s increase in Book of Mormon- based fic tion suggests
1 Redell' of Books 011 the Book of Mormoll 2 (1990): 107- J 7.
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a general increase in familiarity with and integration of the stories
and message of the Book of Mormon into Latter-day Saint li ves.
Suc h fam il iarity and , one hopes, mastery, promote s among the
Sain ts, young and old, a fiction-engendering common know ledge
and confidence upon which a writer of fiction can build his or her
stories and exte nd the borde rs of our understanding.
C hri s Hei merdin ger is "anxious ly engaged" in the good
cause of doing just th at. In Tennis Shoes among the Nephites, the
reader may recall , Heimerdinge r time-launches, via a cave-toodeep, three conte mporary kid s from Cody , Wyoming , into the
midst of Book of Mormon warfare, includi ng Helaman and
Captai n Moron i. In his second Book of Mormon-based novel ,
CadialltOlls alld the Silver Sword, Heimerdinger nips the plot and
trans ports Gad ianl on robbers into a prese nt-day confrontat ion
with the same "Tennis Shoes gang," now nearly a decade older.
Now, hi s dynamic im agination unfla gg in g, C hri s
Heimerdinger has produced- for adult and teenage reader alikeanOlher event of Book of Mormon and bib lical proportions. In
pondering a response to an off-th c-c it y-wa ll question, "What if
Dan ie l and Nep hi had kn ow n each other as c hildren,"
HCime rd inge r co mes up with a plau sible, entertai nin g, and
thought-provok in g an swer in DanieL and Nephi, subtitled A Tale
of Eternal Friendship in a Land Ripen ing fo r Destruction . Daniel
and Nephi begi ns with Daniel , in Babylonian captivi ty, refl ect ing
upon his long-ago adventures with Nephi, who has s ince
di sappea red into the Arabian waste land. The novel e nds with
Nephi 's recollec tions, while on a ship bound to Heaven-OnlyKnows, of his preteen adven tures with Prince Daniel, who has now
disappeared into Babylonian capti vity.
Recoll ecting those adve ntures, DanieL and Nephi takes the
reader on a wh irl wind of Indiana-Jones+1ike adventures which
range from betraya l, murder, and abduction to stealth, ambush,
lion attacks, terrible flood, snap pin g crocodiles, and pitc hed
batt l e~-a ll played Qut in a milieu ri c h in F.A.R .M.S .substa ntiated , au thentic history and an thropology of Israel, Judah,
and Egypt, circa 609 B.C., and featuring , in what mu st be a first lime occ urrence, a cast of bibli ca l and Book of Mormon
characters.
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Daniel and Nephi, the protago ni sts, are two proud and
stubborn boys who, enrQute to their destinies as men of God, must
learn to shed thei r pride. struggle to keep their faith intact, and
make profound moral decisions, all-the-while wagin g battl e with
worldly ideas and fending off the treacheries of sche ming men.
Other characters are Lehi, Sariah , Laman, Lemue l, Sam, and
their dying (and unscriptural) sister Ha nnah ; as well as King

Josiah and Queen Hamutcl and their son Eliakim (later King
Je hoiak im) ; a nd . of co urse, Shad rach (Hanania h) , Mes hach
(Mishael ), and Abednego (Azariah).
Though the two lads are somet imes a bit 100 precociou s and
articulate fo r thei r age, Heimcrdinger's characte rizati on of Daniel
and Nephi is plausible and d ynamic. His portrayals o f Laman and
Le mue l are as rich and imaginative. but very different from, Orson
Scott Card's stereotype-shattering handling o f the erram brot he rs
in hi s Homecoming saga. He imerdinger's Lemuel is. surprising ly,
a devout reli gious zealot who becomes disillu sioned in the face of
adversity and turns his back o n God. Laman. on the other hand. is
an agnostic who e mbraces a carpe diem worldview and reve ls in
the flesh pOlS of Egypt.
Hc imerdingc r reveals in the merchant Leh i and hi s so ns the
seeds of character which wi ll later blossom into the events of
I Nephi . For examp le, at o ne point in the novel Le hi must suffer
the consequences of his failure to heed the warning of the Lo rd . a
failure which will prepare him (the reader understands) to heed.
obey, and act when, sometime late r, he is com manded to lake hi s
famil y and flee Je ru sa lem. Each of Heimerdinger's charac te rs
stru ggles, with varyi ng success, to find the true God, understand
his relat ionship with God , build faith and trust in God, and learn to
love hi s fellow beings.
This know ledge comes piecemeal to Daniel and Nephi, as the
intrepid pair, in an attempt to save King Josiah and the kingdom
from the treachery of palace intrigues. em bark on a series of
Spielbergian adventures which will take them from Jerusalem to
Me mphis and back to the battlefi eld of Megiddo. 100 late to undo
the treachery which lead s to Kin g Jos iah 's and Israel's undoingand eve ntuall y tri ggers the Baby lon ian capti vit y and Daniel's ro le
as exi led prince/prophet. But not before he g ives his friend Nephi
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the present of (aha!) a cost ly bow, which Nephi will carry with him
into hi s family 's self-imposed exile/pilgrimage.
One of my student s wrote sagaciously, "Reading Daniel and
Nephj is like eating breakfast cerea l. It' s quick, deliciou s, and
underneath it all may be hiding some fortified nutrients if you
read the side of the box carefully." Enjoy the meal-though ,
from the looks of things, it seems we can anticipate more of these
plenteous (if nutritionally thin) repasts from the table of Book of
Mormon fiction.

